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COMPASS

A speaker attacks the Metropolitan Transportation Commission at the Jan. 28 council meeting.

By Nick Marnell

Lafayette officials largely de-
nounced an action plan de-
veloped by a regional com-
mittee that would spur hous-
ing growth in the Bay Area by
raising $1.5 billion annually
through revenue sources like
a vacancy tax, parcel tax, in-
creased sales tax, gross re-
ceipts and head taxes on em-
ployers, and the issuance of
general obligation bonds.
The Committee to House
the Bay Area, known by the
acronym CASA and formed by
the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Commission, also em-
boldens state leaders to pass
legislation to change the
Proposition 13 tax allocation
formula to give jurisdictions
that provide more housing a

higher share of property tax
revenue. CASA also urges the
state to form a Regional
Housing Enterprise to imple-
ment and administer the pol-
icy recommendations.

The plan, called the CASA
Compact, is a 15-year emer-
gency policy package targeted
to the Bay Area, and recom-
mends 10 policy changes and
five calls for action, including
the production of 35,000
housing units a year, of which
21,000 are affordable to
lower- and moderate-income
households; the preservation
of 300,000 affordable housing
units; and the protection of
300,000 lower-income house-
holds from displacement. The
Compact also calls for stiffer
tenant protections, minimum
transit zoning requirements
and the unlocking of public

land for affordable housing.

Implementation of the
recommendations will “re-
quire bills to be passed in
Sacramento ... regional ballot
measure campaigns in 2020
and beyond ... and every local
government in the Bay Area
to do their part,” according to
the Compact.

“This is a very scary doc-
ument, and it includes things
we know do not work,” Vice
Mayor Mike Anderson said at
the Jan. 28 city council meet-
ing. Anderson said that rent
control only drives rents
higher, and that many of the
Compact recommendations
would in effect take away lo-
cal control of zoning and
housing.

The vice mayor cited the
example of BART zoning re-
quirements. Assembly Bill
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2923 allows BART to develop
housing on property it owns,
but the Compact calls for the
zoning to extend to one-
quarter mile beyond the
BART stations, putting even
more pressure on local mu-
nicipalities — like Lafayette —
that are producing housing in
compliance with their estab-
lished development stan-
dards.

By suggesting a new
quarter-percent sales tax to
pay for its recommendations,
the Compact may prevent
Lafayette from implementing
taxes for its own purposes,
said Niroop Srivatsa, interim
city manager. And she bris-
tled at the extra work the
Compact would require of her
staff. “We should be spending
our time building the housing
units instead of on paperwork
and bureaucracy,” Srivatsa
said.

Anderson later expanded
on his Compact concerns. “It’s
a regional effort to influence
state legislation, but it’s hard
to get a grip on where to ap-
ply the pressure,” he said.
Anderson pointed to the high-
tech industry, which
promised to allow its employ-
ees to work from home. “It
didn’t happen,” he said. “You
have all of these people dri-
ving for miles to their jobs.
We need to get these compa-
nies to decentralize their op-
erations. They don’t need to
build Salesforce buildings.
Put the work where the peo-
ple live, and put the jobs
where the housing already
1s.”

Lafayette officials fire back at regional housing recommendations

Anderson added that
there are plenty of vacant
storefronts in Lafayette.

Mayor Cam Burks ex-
pressed misgivings about
transparency, including how
the Compact ideas were gen-
erated and how few people
were engaged in the process.
Burks also noted that many of
the suggested bills are already
on the fast track to passage in
Sacramento. “It’s very trou-
bling,” he said.

“All we did was select the
three co-chairs and they filled
out the rest of the committee,”
said John Goodwin, MTC
spokesman. “It may seem like
only a few people, but they
represent a diversity of inter-
ests and a breadth of experi-
ence.”

Council members recom-
mended that the Compact be-
come the focus of the April
Tri-City meeting, which will
be hosted by Lafayette, with
MTC representatives available
to explain the details of the
Compact to Lamorinda resi-
dents.

But with his concerns
about proposed legislation al-
ready on the way to Sacra-
mento, Burks pushed for an
even earlier meeting date,
possibly in March. He also
made clear that the city
should feel no guilt over its
own efforts to cope with the
housing crisis.

“Lafayette has done and
continues to do our part, and
a cookie-cutter approach is
just not right,” Burks said.

Proposed Citizen Gas Safety Task Force moves one step forward

By Nick Marnell

The principals of Save
Lafayette Trees formally re-
quested Jan. 28 that the

Lafayette City Council form a
Gas Safety Task Force, and
though the city has been sued
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by the grassroots organiza-
tion, the council members
agreed to agendize the item
for its last meeting in Febru-
ary.
SLT claims that PG&E has
ignored public safety by re-
fusing to begin important gas
pipeline improvements and
instead plans to remove trees
that the utility says pose a
safety hazard and cause
problems around gas
pipelines. The group sued the
city and the utility for enter-
ing into a tree-removal agree-
ment.

Despite the acrimony of
an ongoing lawsuit, the group
and the city continued
pipeline safety discussions
throughout 2018. According
to SLT co-founder Gina Daw-
son, at a Nov. 13 meeting that
included representatives of
both parties, the utility, the
California Public Utilities
Commission and members of
the public, Council Member
Mike Anderson supported the
formation of a citizen task
force “for the optimization of
pipeline safety in Lafayette.”

Gina and Michael Daw-
son presented a draft pro-

posal and a request for the
formation of the task force at
the January council meeting.
The three-page proposal
opens with the rationale for
the creation of the task force.
“Of primary importance is the
lack of confidence in the cur-
rent utility operator, PG&E, in
that it has historically been
found negligent of pipeline
safety law.”

The document outlines
the work plan and guiding
principles for the task force,
concluding with a message
likely directed at both the
utility and the city: “Regain
trust and attain verification of
safe pipeline operation in
Lafayette.”

“Putting together a task
force is just us deciding we
want to do it,” said Anderson,
now vice mayor, and the pos-
itive follow-up comments of
the council members indi-
cated that they indeed want to
do it.

Anderson and the Daw-
sons will collaborate on a fi-
nal task force proposal and
the item has been scheduled
to head to the full city council
on Feb. 25.
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City Council

Monday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings

Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, Feb. 6, 7 p.m.

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Design Review

Monday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, Feb. 13, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us





